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Take Away
The Filthy Garments
Today, I want to share with you something that the Lord
spoke to me out of Zechariah 3. You can mark this down, it is
going to happen. Every one of us that is struggling with things
in our life such as nagging sin, overcoming personal
perversions, etc., I want you to take heart today. Your
deliverance is coming. Let us first read the story:
“1And he shewed me Joshua the high priest
standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan
standing at his right hand to resist him. 2And the
Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O
Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem
rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the
fire? 3Now Joshua was clothed with filthy
garments, and stood before the angel. 4And he
answered and spake unto those that stood before
him, saying, Take away the filthy garments
from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have
caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will

clothe thee with change of raiment. 5And I said,
Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they
set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him
with garments. And the angel of the Lord stood
by. 6And the angel of the Lord protested unto
Joshua, saying, 7Thus saith the Lord of hosts; If
thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep
my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house,
and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give thee
places to walk among these that stand by.”
(Zechariah 3:1-7)
Joshua here represents the whole nation of Israel. He was
the high priest at the time. For us, he represents spiritual
Israel, or the people of God. He could also represent the
remnant within the body of Christ, leadership within the
church, or all the people of God. So this revelation speaks to us
today, whoever we are. I believe out of this passage, the Lord
wants to reveal a truth to us about what is going to happen in
all of our lives that are pressing on in Jesus.
I have always believed that you and I need to repent of our
sins as soon as we have committed them. I John 1:9 says, “If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Proverbs 28:13 says,
“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso
confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” Moreover, I
John 1:8 says, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” Anybody that says they are
free from sin is telling a lie. But glory to Jesus! We have a
provision when we sin. It is the blood of Jesus. It is the mercy
of God to cleanse us and then the grace of God to help us
change.
But the truth is, I have been a Christian for forty six years
and there have been times along my journey that I thought I
would go insane because I could not get delivered from the
things that so bothered me. The apostle Paul even explains this
struggle in Romans 7:
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“14For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am
carnal, sold under sin. 15For that which I do I
allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but
what I hate, that do I. 16If then I do that which I
would not, I consent unto the law that it is good.
17Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that
dwelleth in me. 18For I know that in me (that is,
in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is
present with me; but how to perform that which
is good I find not. 19For the good that I would I
do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.
20Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that
do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 21I find then a
law, that, when I would do good, evil is present
with me. 22For I delight in the law of God after
the inward man: 23But I see another law in my
members, warring against the law of my mind,
and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin
which is in my members. 24O wretched man that
I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this
death?” (Romans 7:14-24)
This revelation brings hope to all of us. I am here to tell
you that if we just keep trying to walk in His ways and if we
just keep getting up, we have a tremendous promise here in
Zechariah 3. Please hear my heart today. Do not just read this
thinking you already know this. Take this word from the Lord
like it is brand new for you today! Receive this as a word from
God today directly from His heart to yours.
For years I struggled with condemnation and guilt. I do
not struggle anymore. After years of study, the Word is
established in me that I know the day is coming that if I will
just keep getting up; that if I just keep trying my best; the Lord
is watching and He will at a moment in time say to us in all of
our lives, “Okay, enough now. Take away the filthy garments.”
Moreover, He will put on us brand new garments! But more
than that, a crown is going to be placed on our head! It is
interesting he will place a crown on our heads because this is
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the place of our warfare. This will be our reward for enduring
soulish (mind) warfare, and then overcoming it.
Now let me give you some word definitions. In verse 1, we
find satan resisting Joshua. The Hebrew word for “resist”
means “to oppose someone.” We know that satan is our
adversary, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour” (I Peter 5:8). The devil sure does not want us to
receive our deliverance. He actively opposes it.
But the word “chosen” in verse 2 means “to try or select.”
In other words, this story is speaking of a select group of
people that God has chosen out of the midst. The word
“plucked out” means “to snatch away; to deliver; to recover.”
In verse 3, the Hebrew word for “filthy” means “soiled;
excrementitious; fecal matter.” Joshua was wearing filthy
garments; garments soiled and full of feces! Have you ever
gone to the bathroom on yourself? It is not a pleasant thing.
Now when a baby goes to the bathroom, we change them
immediately. We do not let five minutes go by. But if we could
only smell each other spiritually, what would we smell?
Jeremiah 48:11 states, “Moab hath been at ease from his youth,
and he hath settled on his lees, and hath not been emptied from
vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone into captivity: therefore his
taste remained in him, and his scent is not changed.” So from
now on, when I use the term “filthy” garments, it is not saying
garments that have a small dirt stain on them. No, it implies
garments that are completely soiled with fecal matter. These
are garments filled with the stench of our own personal
problems. Our garments reek with the smell of our own moral
sin.
In verse 4, the Hebrew word for “iniquity” from the phrase
“I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee” means
“perversity; moral evil.” This promise is for all of those that
wrestle with “perversity or moral evil.” He will cause our
perversity to pass from us! Moreover, the Lord continues, “I
will clothe thee with change of raiment.” The Hebrew word for
-4-

“change of raiment” means “a mantle.” This speaks of God’s
anointing and glory becoming our covering.
In the Old Testament, they made a crown for the heads of
priests. When a priest would go in before the Lord, he had to
wear a mitre or a crown that read “holiness to the Lord.” This
phrase was actually written on his crown and his heart
(Exodus 39:30, 28:36). In verse 5, it was called a “fair mitre.”
The Hebrew word for “fair” means “pure in a moral sense.” In
other words, God is going to purify everything in our lives that
is immoral or impure! God is going to purify in our hearts and
get rid of everything that is not holy or pure such as lust, anger,
jealousy, pride, bitterness, etc. The list is long and you can fill
in the blanks with your own struggles. The carnal mind is an
enemy of the Lord (Romans 8:7). To have a pure mind is
something we all want. So the struggle of staying with it causes
us to win the crown, as James 1:12 states, “Blessed is the man
that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive
the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love
him.”
The Lord continues in verse 7, “If thou wilt walk in my
ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then shalt also judge my
house, and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give thee places
to walk among these that stand by.” In other words, all we need
to do is to do our best to walk with Jesus every day and keep
pressing on. If we do this, then the Spirit of God will move
again upon the face of His people and He will say like it says in
Isaiah 60:1, “Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of
the Lord is risen upon thee.” God is going to give us places to
walk among those that stand by. In other words, those that
stand in the holy place, we will walk among them.
The pure crown upon our head is to deal with all of our
soulish issues. Our mind is where we have the greatest
warfare, as I Peter 2:11 states, “Dearly beloved, I beseech you as
strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war
against the soul.” God is going to transform our minds and
souls with His holiness. If we keep reading in Zechariah, we
read “…and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day”
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(Zechariah 3:9). Zechariah 13:1 adds, “In that day there shall
be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.” This word
for “uncleanness” in Zechariah 13:1 means “personal impurity;
moral incest; menstruous garment; uncleanness.” The day is
coming where God is going to open a fountain of blood for us
that will completely deliver us once and for all from our
personal impurity. Glory to God!
Joshua was the high priest at the time and he wore filthy
garments. Should this surprise us? It did not surprise Jesus.
We are surprised when we or someone else falls. But God is
not. He knows “the end from the beginning” (Isaiah 46:10). He
has known our whole lives everything that you and I would do.
And He has made a provision for it. He is never shocked by
what we do. So we should not be. Please listen to me. This
does not mean that we get calloused and allow the grace of God
to give us a license for sin or anything like that. Grace is a
much deeper and holier word than that. We do not manipulate
the grace of God. The grace of God has been given to us to
change us for the glory of God, “For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God”
(Ephesians 2:8).
Consider again this situation with Joshua. He is standing
there in filthy garments and satan is there to provoke him and
resist him. Not only was Joshua wrestling with his own filthy
garments, but satan was there to add to the situation. But
Revelation 12:10 says of a day, “Now is come salvation, and
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his
Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which
accused them before our God day and night.” Up to now, all day
long satan has been accusing us to God. But the Lord will make
an open show of satan, “And having spoiled principalities and
powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in
it” (Colossians 2:15). Jesus has already done this spiritually in
our lives, but practically speaking, Jesus is going to destroy the
enemy and cause us to say like Jesus in John 14:30, “the prince
of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me.” Another
translation of this verse is “he has no hold on me” or “no power
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over me.” There will be a day when there will be no more
traces of uncleanness living in us!
I like what the Lord says to satan here. He says, “The Lord
rebuke thee” (verse 2). Now you and I have been rebuking
satan for a long time. We have been casting him out of our
lives all the time. But when Jesus deals with satan and casts
him out, that is the end of the story. There is coming a day
when the Lord is going to deliver you and me of every devil on
this earth. In one precious moment of time, God is going to
cause this to happen. He is going to wipe away the tears from
our eyes (Revelation 7:17). It is interesting that when God says
this to His people in Revelation 7, it is said to a bunch of people
who are dressed in white. They have been martyred for the
Kingdom. In other words, they have died to themselves
completely. Maybe this is what it will take, dying to ourselves
and being robed in white.
All of our warfare is in our mind. All of the voices and
fightings within us happen in our soulish man. Romans 8:7
says, “the carnal mind is enmity against God.” II Peter 2:7
states, “And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation
of the wicked.” The only way the Lord knows how to deal with
it is allow us to try to deal with it on our own with His Word
and Holy Spirit helping us. But ultimately, we can do the best
we can but until Jesus says, “The Lord rebuke thee” we will have
struggles. Until the Lord Jesus takes away our filthy garments
in that glorious day, we will have struggles. But do not give in
to the struggle. Keep walking in His ways and keeping His
charge. This is what it is all about. We have to learn how to
fight and resist the temptation to quit and say to ourselves that
we will one day be delivered.
The truth is, God is using our struggles to make His
choices. Isaiah 48:10 says, “I have chosen thee in the furnace of
affliction.” We are being selected in our affliction. Gold and
silver are purified in fire. When the fire hits gold, it becomes
brighter and more pure. All of the impurities leave. Verse 2
continues after the Lord rebukes satan, “even the Lord that
hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked
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out of the fire?” You and I are simply that brand plucked out of
the fire. Today Jesus is choosing a people out of the furnace of
affliction. The people that will have their filthy garments
removed from them are people that have been burning brands
that have proven to the Lord Jesus that they will not quit no
matter what. Through the way they live their lives, they are
telling Jesus that they will keep pressing on until they hear that
voice from on high speak and bring their deliverance!
What irony this is, that someone can be washed in the
blood of Jesus and still have on filthy garments, especially
someone like Joshua who was a high priest (type of
leadership). To help get my point across, remember what the
Hebrew word meant for filthy. It meant full of fecal matter.
But the truth is we can wear filthy garments even when we
stand before the Lord like Joshua here. Have you had to repent
today for something? How about having unclean and ungodly
thoughts while in the presence of God? Do not try to tell me
you have it all together today and cannot relate to this. Joshua
was the high priest and was standing before the Lord of the
whole earth in a filthy garment and yet God still spoke to him!
God still ministered to Joshua. God still cared for Joshua
despite the filthy garments because Joshua never quit. Joshua
did not give in to the soiled excrement of his life. He kept the
charge. Everybody wants deliverance and everybody believes
that deliverance belongs to us, but who is willing to fight for it
and keep the way of the Lord until our deliverance happens?
Even men and women of God have filthy garments. All this
talk that deliverance comes immediately needs some balance
to it. Sure, we have already been delivered of all our sin when
we gave our life to Jesus, but it takes a lifetime to walk it out.
We prove everyday by our walk with Jesus that we are worthy
for Him to say to us, “take away the filthy garments.” This is the
crux of the whole matter: living it out. This is the hard part.
We would love to be free of everything in one altar call. But
sadly this is a truth I had to come to understand in my life. For
years I struggled with condemnation because I was taught
otherwise. But for the past forty-six years, my life has proven
this to be true. There are things in my life that took half my life
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to get delivered from. But deliverance did come in many areas
of my life!
Hear my heart today. We prove to the Lord who we are
and what we really want in the daily fight of our lives. In the
fire, God is watching. Do not be condemned today in your
struggles. Believe God! Whatever faith we do have, Jesus gave
it to us. We cannot take credit even for our faith. Paul said in
Galatians 2:20, “the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”
Jesus said in Luke 18:8, “when the Son of man cometh, shall he
find faith on the earth?” For years, we have used faith as a tool
to get stuff. But we have not realized God gave us faith so we
can use it in the place of suffering and dealing because this is
life. And Jesus understands our struggle. But I am here to tell
you that our complete deliverance is coming! Just keep
fighting. Ecclesiastes 3:11 says, “He hath made every thing
beautiful in his time.” It will be His timing. A day of perfection
is coming, as Hebrew 2:10 states, “For it became him, for whom
are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons
unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect
through sufferings.”
Our goal is to not be somebody famous or have a lot of
money or success. Our goal is to be like Jesus! This is the
charge of the Lord! I am tired of pompous Christians prancing
around thinking they are somebody when they are not.
Everything in us should radiate Jesus. We should radiate the
grace and glory of God. Even Jesus never took credit for
anything. It is time for God’s remnant to come forth that are
meek and lowly like Jesus (Matthew 11:29). The Lord says in
Zephaniah 3:12 that in the last days “I will also leave in the
midst of thee an afflicted and poor people.” The people God is
looking to and working in will be an afflicted and poor people
because they will know that God’s grace is sufficient because in
their weakness, God will make them strong (II Corinthians
12:10).
In a moment of time, God took away the filthy garments
from Joshua and said, “Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to
-9-

pass from thee” (Zechariah 3:4). The word “behold” is a very
emphatic word. In that day, Jesus will get our attention
because He wants to do something in our lives. Notice the Lord
says, “I have caused…” In other words, the glory goes to Jesus.
He will deliver us. We cannot do it ourselves. God will cause
our iniquity to pass from us in that day because in the fire we
did not quit; in adversity we did not surrender to our baser
inclinations. There should be something in all of us that is
holding out for something greater than what we have today! I
Corinthians 15:58 states, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the
Lord.”

You may be standing today in the filthiest of all garments,
but if you are keeping His charge, staying in His Word,
worshipping in the presence of God, praying in tongues, then
He is taking account. How many times have we stood in the
presence of God worshipping and suddenly some crazy
thought pops in our head? That unclean thought is our filthy
garment that cloaks us.
I bring this word to you today to encourage you. There is a
day coming when the voice of God will speak and say directly
to you “Remove those filthy garments because I have caused
your iniquity to pass from you!” Our deliverance will not come
because we will come to the place where we can pick ourselves
up by our boot straps. Not at all! It will be Jesus that causes
our deliverance to come to pass. Anything less than this, then
men will get the glory.
After Jesus removes our filthy garments, causes our
iniquity to pass from us, then He is going to clothe us with a
fresh mantle. Then He will put a crown on our head to make
sure that we stay morally pure for the rest of our lives. A
crown in Scripture is something we earn in life. It is a reward
from the Lord. God is going to seal our deliverance with this
crown upon our heads. Below are some Scriptures concerning
the promise of crowns given to His overcomers:
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“Fear none of those things which thou shalt
suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you
into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall
have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto
death, and I will give thee a crown of life.”
(Revelation 2:10)
“Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which
thou hast, that no man take thy crown.”
(Revelation 3:11)
“Blessed is the man that endureth temptation:
for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of
life, which the Lord hath promised to them that
love him. (James 1:12)
“And every man that striveth for the mastery is
temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain
a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.”
(I Corinthians 9:25)
Garments in Scripture represent who we are. Speaking of
the bride in Revelation 19:8, it says, “And to her was granted
that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the
fine linen is the righteousness of saints.” Psalms 45:13 speaks of
the bride’s clothing, “her clothing is of wrought gold.” In other
words, our garment is the righteousness of God that we have
attained to in our life or what we have allowed God to work
into our lives. Our clothing represents who we are on the
inside.
Wouldn’t you love engraved on your head, “Holiness to the
Lord?” I know I would! I am just as hungry for it today as I
write this than I was forty-six years ago when I got saved.
“Holiness to the Lord” is our reward. It is the crown that the
Lord will place on our head. From that day forward then, we
will be in the presence of God, kept by the power of God and
the deliverance of Jesus.
We see this promise elsewhere in Scripture. Obadiah 17
says, “But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, and there shall
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be holiness; and the house of Jacob shall possess their
possessions.” Joel 2:32 says, “And it shall come to pass, that
whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered:
for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the
Lord hath said, and in the remnant whom the Lord shall call.”
Job 5:24 promises us that one day we “…shalt not sin.”
Joshua could not hide his filthy garments before the Lord.
They were obvious. He sees everything. So whatever your
struggle is in your life, believe me, the Lord knows and has
mercy because He knows your day of deliverance is coming.
All He asks is we keep walking in His ways and keeping His
charge. Our day of wholeness is coming. We will have holiness
in our minds and hearts.
Keep fighting the good fight of faith (I Timothy 6:12). Keep
getting up if you fall. Keep repenting. Do not give in to sin. Do
not wait five minutes after you mess up because if you wait,
you open the door to condemnation and the enemy. The
enemy is always there to resist us. Once the Spirit of the Lord
convicts you that you have blown it, immediately repent and
make it right. You may have repented ten thousand times for a
particular issue. Do not give up. Repent that ten thousandth
and first time. Keep repenting because God is watching and He
is looking for some overcomers. My prayer is that you and I
will be there in that day, still standing before the Lord, when
He says, “take away the filthy garments,” because we believe
His Word to be true that says, “The Lord will perfect that which
concerneth me” (Psalms 138:8). Amen!
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